
Introduction to the Concept of CSR 
 
  



Outline 

 

 Business Leaders Forum - who we are and what we do? 

 Why we need to talk about corporate responsibility (CR) and when it all 
started? 

 What we talk about when we talk about CR today?  

 What is the business case for CR?   

 Specific steps and examples 

 





37 member companies 



 BLF mission is to cultivate the society by 
creating and introducing standards of 
corporate responsibility. 

 

 BLF vision is to achieve sustainable 
development and prosperity of Slovakia by 
corporate responsibility. 

 





Recommendations of CSR leaders 2015 







Why we need to talk about 
corporate responsibility (CR)? 



The issues 

Climate change 

Corruption 

World Peace 

Health 

Good relationship with family 

Exercise 

Quality of environment 

















 





When it all started?  
Mid 1950s - Early references to CSR 
1973 - CSR definition Elibert & Parket  
1976 - OECD, Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises 
1990 - IBLF (Prince Charles) 
1992 - OSN, Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro 
1996 - CSR Europe  
2000 - UN Global Compact, 10 principles 
2001 - Lisbon Strategy, EU Green Book  
2004 - Business Leaders Forum Slovakia 
2006 - GRI G3 Guidelines 
2007 - Compulsory reporting in Sweden 
2010 -  ISO 26000 
2014 - GRI G4 Guidelines 
2015 - Sustainable Development Goals 
2015 - EU non-financial performance disclosure 



What we talk about 
when we talk about CR 
today?  
 











 Basic 
terminology 
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Philanthropy Corporate Responsiblity 
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Philanthropy Corporate Responsiblity 

 Support focused on areas 

not covered by 

state/government. 

 Doesn‘t have to correlate 

with core business of a 

company. 

 Everyday decisions take into 

account environmental and 

social issues as well as 

economical ones. 



CSR  

“maximises the value of the company but 
also contributes to the wellbeing of a 
society and the generation of common 
good, including wealth”. 



Who are stakeholders? 





Question:  
 
Who do you affect and who is 
affected by your actions in your 
personal life? 
 
 





Certification schemes 
 



 



What is the business case 
for CR? 



• Responsible companies are more successful in mid and 
long-term  

• Reputation of brand is improving 
• More loyal employees and attracting talent 
• Improved relationship with suppliers – savings and 

innovations 
• Lower impact on environment, energy efficiency, lower 

costs 
• Improved relationship with community 
• Better access to capital  













Specific steps and examples  
 





















Thank you! 

Slavomíra Urbanová  

Program manager, Pontis Foundation 

slavomira.urbanova@pontisfoundation.sk 

Twitter: @urbanovas 
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